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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS (PC)-V 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V1 

Comment PC-V1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for your participation in the I-405 Improvement Project 
environmental process. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. If you provided an address with your comment or 
are on the project mailing list, you will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for 
review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V2 

Comment PC-V2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for your participation in the I-405 Improvement Project 
environmental process. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. If you provided an address with your comment or 
are on the project mailing list, you will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for 
review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V3 

Comment PC-V3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for your participation in the I-405 Improvement Project 
environmental process. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. If you provided an address with your comment or 
are on the project mailing list, you will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for 
review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V4 

Comment PC-V4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for your participation in the I-405 Improvement Project 
environmental process. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. If you provided an address with your comment or 
are on the project mailing list, you will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for 
review. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-V5 

Comment PC-V5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for your participation in the I-405 Improvement Project 
environmental process. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. If you provided an address with your comment or 
are on the project mailing list, you will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for 
review. 

Respuesta a la Carta De Comentario PC-V6 

Comentario PC-V6-1 

Las agencias de Caltrans y Orange County Transportation Authroity les gustaría agradecerle por 
haber participado en el proceso ambiental para el proyecto de ampliación de la autopista de San 
Diego (I-405). Su comentario fue considerado durante el proceso de selección de la “Alternative 
Preferida”, como esta escrito en el reporte llamando en ingles “I-405 Improvement Project Final 
EIR/EIS.” Se le notificará en la dirección proveida en su Cometario cuando el reporte “Final 
EIR/EIS” va a estar disponible para revisarlo. 

Response to Comment Letter Translation PC-V6 

Comment PC-V6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Respuesta a la Carta De Comentario PC-V7 

Comentario PC-V7-1 

Las agencias de Caltrans y Orange County Transportation Authroity les gustaría agradecerle por 
haber participado en el proceso ambiental para el proyecto de ampliación de la autopista de San 
Diego (I-405). Su comentario fue considerado durante el proceso de selección de la “Alternative 
Preferida”, como esta escrito en el reporte llamando en ingles “I-405 Improvement Project Final 
EIR/EIS.” Se le notificará en la dirección proveida en su Cometario cuando el reporte “Final 
EIR/EIS” va a estar disponible para revisarlo. 
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Response to Comment Letter Translation PC-V7 

Comment PC-V7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V8 

Comment PC-V8-1 

Only Alternative 3 would require replacement of the Fairview Road Overcrossing. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid replacement of the Fairview Road 
Overcrossing under Alternative 3. Please see Common Responses – Replacement of Fairview 
Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes and Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V9 

Comment PC-V9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V10 

Comment PC-V10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V11 

Comment PC-V11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-V12 

Comment PC-V12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V13 

Comment PC-V13-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. Alternatives 1 and 2 provide improvements in the same 
general area, between Euclid Street and I-605. For a more complete description of the build 
alternatives, see the Draft EIR/EIS, pages S-3 to S-8, and the exhibits on pages 2-6 and 2-7.  

Comment PC-V13-2 

As described in the Draft EIR/EIS on page 2-10: “The tolled Express Lane and the existing HOV 
lanes would be managed jointly as a tolled Express Facility …..” HOVs would be able to use 
both lanes of the facility. For a discussion of the need to change the HOV occupancy 
requirement for free use of the Express Lanes, see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-V14 

Comment PC-V14-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-V15 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Although you did not provide a comment, you will be notified at the 
address provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V16 

Comment PC-V16-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-V16-2 

The benefits to congestion of Alternative 3 and the Express Lanes are summarized in the Draft 
EIR/EIS in Tables 3.1.6-4 through 3.1.6-8 and Tables 3.1.6-12 through 3.1.6-14, along with the 
benefits of the other alternatives. With respect to potential congestion at the Los Angeles County 
line, please see Common Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County 
Line.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-V17 

Comment PC-V17-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-V18 

Comment PC-V18-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall and Preferred 
Alternative Identification. 

Dropping the additional GP lane in Alternatives 1 and 3 upstream of I-605 would create a 
chokepoint at the drop location because there would be no roadway to receive the lane’s traffic. 
Carrying that lane to I-605 and providing a full two-lane exit at the beginning of I-605 provides a 
location for ending the lane that has the capacity to receive the lane’s traffic. Consideration was 
given to dropping the second additional lane included in Alternative 2 just south of SR-22, but 
this was rejected due to the level of congestion such a bottleneck would create. Carrying the 
second lane to the SR-22 West exit ramp provides a location for ending the lane that has the 
capacity to receive the lane’s traffic. 

Comment PC-V18-2 

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles County line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line.  

Comment PC-V18-3 

We acknowledge the opposition to toll lanes and concern about the use of Renewed Measure M 
funds. Please see Common Responses – Opposition to Tolling and Measure M Funding.  

Comment PC-V18-4 

Under the No Build Alternative, vehicles entering I-405 northbound from Seal Beach Boulevard 
must merge one lane left to access I-605 and one more lane left to continue on I-405 northbound. 
Under all of the build alternatives, one lane change plus a lane merge downstream of the SR-22 
westbound off-ramp would be required to reach I-605 and two additional lane changes to reach 
I-405.  
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Comment PC-V18-5 

With respect to ending the project at Valley View Street, please see Response to Comment 
V18-1.  

Comment PC-V18-6 

Alternative 2 adds two lanes and Alternative 3 adds only one lane in the northbound direction 
north of the SR-22 merge near Valley View Street. With respect to ending proposed lanes near 
Valley View Street, please see Response to Comment V18-1. 

Comment PC-V18-7 

The reach from Valley View Street to the county line is proposed for concrete pavement as 
opposed to asphalt concrete. Rubberized asphalt is not proposed under this project. FHWA 
policy does not allow the use of pavement type or surface texture as a traffic noise abatement 
measure because it can lose its effectiveness over time. Presently, FHWA and several state 
transportation departments are conducting research to determine the longevity of the noise-
reduction characteristics of rubberized asphalt. 

Comment PC-V18-8 

Please see Response to Comment PC-V18-1. 

Comment PC-V18-9 

Please see Response to Comment PC-V18-1. The priority of the design team was to minimize the 
residential impacts, including ROW. OCTA, Caltrans, and FHWA have worked extensively with 
the Navy to move I-405 toward and into the Navy property to avoid impacting the residential 
areas on the northbound side of I-405. Please see Common Response – Shifting Improvements 
away from Residential Properties onto NAVWPNSTA Seal Beach Property. 

Comment PC-V18-10 

Please see Response to Comment PC-V18-1. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V19 

Comment PC-V19-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall and Preferred 
Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V20 

Comment PC-V20-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall and Preferred 
Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V21 

Comment PC-V21-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall and Preferred 
Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V22 

Comment PC-V22-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA has considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall and Preferred 
Alternative Identification. 

Comment PC-V22-2 

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles County line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-V23 

Comment PC-V23-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Response to Comment 
PC-V22-1. 

Comment PC-V23-2 

Please see Response to Comment PC-V22-2. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V24 

Comment PC-V24-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall.  

Please see Common Response – Measure M Funding.  

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles County line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-V25 

Comment PC-V25-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall and Preferred 
Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-V26 

Comment PC-V26-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall and Preferred 
Alternative Identification. 
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